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Editors note: On November 30, 2010, the Supreme Court and the State Library
commemorated the 100  t anniversary of the opening of the State Library and Supreme Court
Building with a series of activities. Prior to the opening of the 3:00 p.m. session of the
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Kendall F. Wiggin delivered the following remarks to the
and visitors gathered in the Supreme Court room.

ago this week.

State House and then in the State Capitol.

So the move to this building symbolized an actual
branches of government. The separation of the
Justice of the Supreme Court put it, from the

department which proposes and the department
which approves our statutes.

Justice Baldwin said t
Connecticut has inherited most of that body of
jurisprudence which he

He went on to describe

in which they still live to us. One side is to be give

hall, will be gathered the historic memorials, that

continued

Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106

November 30, 2010-100th Anniversary
of the Opening of the State Library

We are here today not to celebrate the history of the
Supreme Court or the State Library T both of which
have long and distinguished histories T but rather to
commemorate when this magnificent building was put
into service for the people of Connecticut 100 years

Prior to moving into this building, the State Library
and the Supreme Court were housed first in the Old

separation of the Judicial branch from the other two

administration of justice, as Simeon E Baldwin, Chief

At the groundbreaking in the Spring of 1909, Chief

hat : nilt

rocourts
the buli

the stately structure which is henceforth to face the
Capitol, is to be given to the dead, given to the books

nto

our highest court. And fitly uniting them, in a central

on next page
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Welcoming Remarks at 100th Commemoration
by Kendall Wiggin (continued)

speak to the eye, of what Connecticut Today the State Library houses the Royal
has done to show from a small territory Charter, the Fundamental Orders, the
great things may come. o0stateds constitutions, tlhe 1

agencies, the papers of the governors |
we are a regional federal depository and a
state documents repository. Our museum

Today that central hall is referred to as
Memoarial Hall and is flanked by the
Supreme Court and the State Library.

collections represent the si

This building, built with the safety of the military and industrial history. The
historical record it was to contain in portraits of the governors, the Colt
mind T much of what you take for wood firearms collection, and one of the most
in the library is actually metal - allowed complete collections of American coins in
state librarian George Godard and his the world. We also have extensive
staff to begin to amass the f— genealogical collections,
records of _the state that Every detail of this Connecticut history, legislative
today proylde scholars, _ building was carefully history, Connecticut
genealogists, and the curious planned and it was truly newspapers and so, so much
with the firsthand accounts of a state of the art more. Without this building it
our state government and its iconogt;g:)?wl;%s;dh% . would be hard to imagine
people. The building building is a study unto bringing together such a
spawned both the State itself. The beautiful marvelous collection.
Archives and the Museum of e . o
Connecticut History. chamber are also Every detail of this bw!dmg was

[IETTE S U1 I T carefully planned and it was
Let me share with you one SN truly a state of the art building.
example that illustrates how — The iconography used in the
significant this building has been in the building is a study unto itself. The
establishment of our state archives. beautiful murals that adorn this chamber
In the 1790s, the family of the late are also purposeful in their symbolism.
governor of Connecticut during the In his cornerstone laying address, Baldwin
Revolution, Jonathan Trumbull, gave said that:

early public records generated by the
colony and the state to the
Massachusetts Historical Society. In

AfThe memories of the Pasit ai
inspiration of the Presento

1845 Connecticut tried to get the 100 years later these words still ring true,
Society to return the papers, but this but | would add that the historical record
did not happen until 1921. In what that is in the care of the State Library and
must be called a state occasion held in the decisions rendered from this bench
Memorial Hall on September 17, 1921, inform and shape the future. T

former Senator Henry Cabot Lodge
officially turned the papers over to the
State of Connecticut.
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Photos of the 100th Commemoration in Memorial Hall
November 30, 2010, by Dave Corrigan, Museum Curator

Photo Credits: David Corrigan, Museum Curator, Museum of Connecticut History and
Virginia Apple, Manager, IT Communications and Web Content Editor, CT Judicial Branch.
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Photograph Exhibit on the Connecticut State Library and
Supreme Court Building Opens, by Dave Corrigan

As part of the 100 ™ Anniversary celebration of the Connecticut State Library and
Supreme Court Building, a new exhibition of nearly eighty captioned images,
depicting the construction of the building, the history of the site and its surrounding
neighborhood, opened in the cafeteria on 30 November. One wall of the cafeteria is
almost wholly taken up by 8 large format photographs showing early phases of the
construction of the building, from excavation to the installation of the exterior
granite trim. These photographs are part of a series taken with a camera mounted
in the dome of the State Capitol, located directly across the street. Other images
include views of the State Library when it was located in the Capitol, from 1878 to
1910, views of factories that lined Capitol Avenue just west of the State Library and
several post card views of the building.

State Archivist Mark Jones, Access Services Group Leader Nancy Peluso and
Museum Curator David Corrigan collaborated on the project, selecting and
researching the images. All the images used are from the State Archives and
Museum of Connecticut History collections. The cafeteria is a public area, available
for use by both staff and patrons. T

continued on next page
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Photograph Exhibit on the Connecticut State Library and

Supreme Court Building Opens (continued)

Connecticut State Library

231 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106
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Hartford Courant Articles from the 1900s
compiled by Nancy Peluso, Access Services Group Head

The Hartford Courant followed the news of the State Library very closely; here

are just a few articles from the early 1900s.

UMBRELLAS SAFE AT 8TE LIBRARY

A new umbrella stand, which requires
attendant and automatically locks the umbre
the rack, has been placed in the entrance h
the State Library. The stand is in old mis
style, with a polished copper water pan.
umbrella is placed in the rack, the handle fi
\agb T tMu f[TcXW Te
numbered check from its slot at the end of
groove, the lock is released and the umbre
secure until the proper check is again inserte|
the slot. This prevents the taking of some c
perso® umbrella, and protects one from los
the event of forgetting to take the umbrella w
leaving, as the lock cannot be opened wil
inserting the right check.

Hartford Courant, Nov. 5, 1912, p. 6

STONE MISSED TARGET, WENT THROL
WINDOW Then Cops Chased Fugitive to-S
Cellar of the State Library

Timothy Horrigan, an iron worker, went
Samuel B. Donchi@mew building on Pearl str
yesterday afternoon and asked for a job. H
not get it, but got into an argument with f
foreman. To emphasize his argument he thi
fgbaX Tg g[ X YbeX Ta
the foreman and went through a large plate
window which had just been put in ple
Horrigan did not wait to see what would hay

but disappeared down an alleyway. Wherj
patrol wagon arrived with a batch of policemeé
it, they started a serpentine chase thro
alleyways and backyards to catch up with
and emerged on Jewell street in time to see
Horrigan doing a hot foot race around the Cg
toward Capitol avenue.

With a chughug the wagon started around,
when it got to the avenue Horrigan was agai
of sight. Somebody had seen him go toward
new State Library, on the Oak street side, s¢
cops went there, too. There the workmen
seen him disappear into the library. The
called a meeting of the strategy board,
decided to attack the stronghold from all
sides and cut off escape. They did not see a
trying to escape, however, and they did not
Horrigan. Finally they concentrated their ef
on the sukzellar, and found the fugitive in
remote corner of it. He was locked up for ag
and battery and injury to private property.
window was worth several hundred dollars.

LRy

Hartford Courant, April 14, 1910, p. 3
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Hartford Courant Articles from the 1900s (continued)

WORKMEN ON STATE RBRY HURT

Three workmen on the State Library building

were hurt yesterday noon when a heavy steel
girder fell from a floor above. The men were
Denis Connors, Frank Moore and Douglass
Hiven, all of this city. Connors and Hivenjhad
severe scalp wounds and Moore a compound
fracture of the right leg. All were taken to the

Hartford Hospital.

Hartford Courant Jan. 4, 1910, p. 10

Connecticut State Archives, RG 60

PLASTERERS ENTER MFIGHT FOR SU
PREMACY

Work Crippled on New Library and Insurance
Building
As a result of trouble that has arisen betWyeen
the Operative Plaster@hsternational Associa-
tion and the Bricklayers, MasénBlastereis
International Union, about thirty workmen| all
members of or affiliated with the latter un{on,
laid down their tools indefinitely on the mew
supreme court and state library building and the
new National Fire Insurance Company building.
Although the strike has not tied up the wprk
completely on these buildings it has served to
cripple the work temporarily, and just what jcan
be done to relieve the situation is a mattef for

conjecture. Those in touch with affairs are re- Connecticut State Archives RG 60
luctant to give out the details of the contro-
Versy«

Hartford Courant, Feb. 22, 1910, p. 5

continued on next page

Connecticut State Library 231 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106 Vol. 12, No. 4

















































